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30 April 2020 
Dear Convener, 
 
Climate Change Plan 
 
I am writing to update you following an evidence session with the Cabinet Secretary 
for Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform, Roseanna Cunningham MSP 
yesterday (29 April 2020). During our Committee meeting, the Cabinet Secretary 
provided a statement outlining arrangements for updating the Climate Change Plan 
in light of the current COVID-19 emergency, noting that she expects to ‘lay an 
updated plan before the committee towards the end of this year.’ She stated the 
following: 
 

‘As I have written, I have taken the decision to pause the update on the 
climate change plan. Our agreed deadline was no longer feasible nor 
appropriate, given the challenges that we are facing. That reflects the need for 
a bit of time to ensure that the policies and proposals that we put forward will 
reflect the new economic and social realities post-pandemic. It does not mean 
that work will stop; the pause allowed work to continue, but in recognition that 
we are operating in a changed landscape… 
 
…We have to take time to analyse the scale of economic and societal change 
and think about how policies will need to be updated. We will have to align the 
climate change plan to the economic recovery strategy and other key strategic 
documents. Therefore, when the time comes, we will have to allow for 
sufficient parliamentary scrutiny. I would like to lay an updated plan before the 
committee towards the end of this year and I would be keen to know whether 
that reflects the committee’s planning assumptions, too.’ 

 
As noted from our earlier correspondence, the ECCLR Committee recognises the 
unprecedented situation created by the COVID-19 emergency and will continue to 
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liaise with the Cabinet Secretary as alternative plans are developed. I will keep you 
updated as the process evolves. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Gillian Martin MSP 
Convener 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee  
 


